
About the conference
One of the first international meetings focusing solely on 
climate impacts and adaptation, the Climate Adaptation 
Futures – Preparing for the unavoidable impacts of 
climate change conference brought together over 1000 
scientists and decision makers from developed and 
developing countries. The conference, co-hosted by the 
National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility 
(NCCARF) and the CSIRO Climate Adaptation Flagship, 
showcased leading impacts and adaptation research 
from around the world. 

The meeting provided unique opportunities for an 
emerging area of science and policy making. It explored 
a way forward in a world where climate change 
impacts are increasingly observable and adaptation 
actions increasingly required. Importantly it opened 
the dialogue between research, policy and on-ground 
practitioners on how robust adaptation decision making 
can proceed in the face of uncertainly.

This meeting was so successful it has launched a series 
of international meetings with the 2nd Adaptation 
Futures conference planned in Arizona, USA, in 2012  see 
www.adaptation.arizona.edu/adaptation2012. 

Exposure
The conference attracted a staggering 1022 participants. 
While three quarters of these delegates were from 
Australia, a total of 50 countries were represented 
at the meeting (Figure 1). While just over half of the 
participants were from research institutions, there was 
a strong representation of industry, private consultants, 
non-government organisations and other community 
and international agencies. Climate change adaptation 

is multi-discliplinary and multi-sectoral in nature and 
the diversity of delegates demonstrates this clearly. It 
also demonstrates the successful engagement by the 
organisers of a wide audience of both research providers 
and research users. 

The conference organisers used a combination of 
plenary sessions, parallel and panel sessions to provide 
a range of fora for discussion and delivery of ideas. Six 
threads defined the parallel sessions:
•	 Understanding and communicating adaptation
•	 Adaptation by sectors
•	 Adapting at the grass roots
•	 Frameworks for adaptation
•	 Adaptation at the edge
•	 Human welfare and adaptation

Communication beyond the meeting
NCCARF established a dedicated, open access website 
to provide extensive access to conference activities and 
materials. Presentations and videos were uploaded as 
they became available throughout the conference. 

NCCARF Highlights:  
Promoting excellence in adaptation
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Climate Adaptation Futures:  The 2010 international 
Climate Change Adaptation Conference

“Such a cross section of backgrounds allowed insight into the real issues 
and how climate change affects everyone. The variety of presentations 
allowed me to think differently about how adaptation and mitigation 
might be achieved in my area…”

Conference delegate



Between the launch of the website in April and 31st 
August 2010, there was 20,708 visits which included 
67,638 page views. The website remains active and 
represents a substantial resource for all those looking 
for recent information and ideas on climate change 
adaptation.

A high level of regional and national media coverage 
was achieved during the conference. There was 
coverage by most major news agencies included AAP, 
Reuters and Xinhua with stories being picked up by a 
wide international audience as well as broad national 
coverage. Interviews were featured on national and 
international radio and local television. In total, 83 
unique media mentions were identified as a result of the 
conference media strategy. This clearly demonstrates the 
importance of climate change adaptation for the public 
interest.

A volume of proceedings is currently in preparation 
that features chapters based on almost fifty of the most 
outstanding presentations and addresses a number of 
the key issues identified in the course of the conference:
•	 Advances in theory and method
•	 Enabling frameworks for adaptation
•	 Key challenges in adaptation and development
•	 Communicating knowledge to meet the adaptation 

challenge
•	 Stakeholder involvement and adaptive governance
•	 Regional Case Studies

The response
A survey of 236 delegates on the last day of the 
conference showed overwhelmingly positive feedback,  
with many considering it the best conference they had 
ever been to.

The conference provided delegates with substantial 
networking opportunities on both a national and 
international scale, with high exposure to new thought 
processes and research as well as to the next generation 
of researchers. Knowledge sharing, insights, exposure 
and the mixing of ideas between sectors and across 
research disciplines were seen as key successes of the 
conference by many delegates. Importantly for many, 
was the realisation of a climate change adaptation 
‘community’ working together on a common goal.

Current Issues
The conference was an opportunity to identify existing 
major climate change adaptation issues. These can be 
categorised into four major themes: action; uncertainty; 
integration and engagement/communication.

1. Action
There was a sentiment among some delegates that 
there is sufficient information to implement adaptation 
in policy and it would be dangerous to wait any 
longer. However, others stressed that it is important to 
get the science right before investing too much into 
adaptation – “There are still too many assumptions, too 
little justification and not enough understanding of the 
systems to be adapted to climate change”. 

2. Uncertainty
Uncertainty surrounding predictions of climate change 
and the adaptation and mitigation interface is an 
ongoing issue. The need to address this uncertainty 
in climate change adaptation planning and policy 
was highlighted by many participants, with how to 
communicate uncertainty an important challenge.

3. Integration and collaboration
Overwhelmingly, conference delegates identified the 
need for collaboration between disciplines. There was 
a drive to integrate social science with the physical 
science, given adaptation is largely based on human 
behaviours and actions. Building capacity in this area 
should, therefore, be a priority. Examples of potential 
actions include encouraging students and early career 
researchers to tackle multi and interdisciplinary research, 
and encouraging experts from fields not traditionally 
engaged in climate science (e.g. psychologists, 
economists and designers) to become involved in 
adaptation research and practice.

4. Communication and engagement
Communicating the science of adaptation and engaging 
communities, governments and other information 
users in the process is considered by the delegates 
to be imperative. In particular improving both the 
communication of impacts and adaptation and 
engaging all levels of the community and government in 
the early stages of research programs was identified. 
The conference highlighted the need for more effort at 
all levels to make adaptation policy and practice a reality, 
with greater investment in both adaptation research and 
implementation essential to make this happen. 
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International delegates: Country of origin
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Figure 1. Where did the delegates come from?

The conference attracted 1022 participants from 
50 countries.
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